A Biker’s Advice for the Church

 

I had heard the statement before but the source made me pay attention anew.  A biker, dressed in full black leather, tattoos covering his arms, a “do rag” on his head is part of a 

Christian biker ministry.  What made my ears burn was his description of their mode of ministry.  “We share the good news of Jesus and, if necessary, use words.”

 

Much of what the media reports about Christianity is of a group long on words and short on actions of mercy.  I am often embarrassed by what I see – narrow, self-serving, sectarian and judgmental, with an apparent “bigger is better” attitude when it comes to membership, buildings and budgets. 

 

Yes, Jesus spoke.   But, he backed up his words with plenty of action that communicated volumes– healing lepers, feeding the hungry, welcoming outcasts and touching society’s untouchable.  

 

Much of Christianity in America has stopped being a faith of mercy and service to God’s people in favor of being marketed and managed to the desires of Americans.

 

John Buchanan, in a recent issue of “The Christian Century”, writes about a struggling New York church back in 1982, ready to fold.  The church was sent one last pastor to help close it down.  In his first sermon the pastor told the handful that gathered, “If we are going to go out of business, we might as well do some good before we close our doors.”

 

So, the church launched a free-lunch program for the hungry and homeless in their neighborhood.  Five people ate their first meal, but quickly the numbers grew.  The apparent need and the ability of this little church to meet this need attracted attention.  Unknown neighbors began showing up to help.  Local charities gave donations when the little church’s budget couldn’t stretch far enough.  Eventually, the pews were removed to make room for more dinner tables.  Each weekend, the tables are removed to set up for worship, but come Monday morning, the worship area is ready for service.

 

A small army of volunteers and generous support of the entire community (along with the 200 members of the once-going-to-close church) serve 1200 meals every day.  

 

When asked why she is part of this feeding ministry, a church member answered, “We do this because Jesus said to feed the hungry.  There’s no more to it than that.  Jesus told us to take care of the poor and hungry and those in prison.  No matter how you interpret Scripture, that message – feed the hungry – could not be more clear.”

 

The world needs to see us in the church live out our faith – a Christianity of kindness, generosity and mercy that is more than talk.

 

This reminds me of one other statement the biker in ministry made.  “We can become so heavenly minded that we are no earthly good.”  Again, nothing new in this statement except the conviction and black leather in which it’s spoken.  Good words of advice for all Christian ministries.
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